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Drinking mead from the skull-cup, to Shastas and Vedas admirant,
Minding the Koran,

Accepting the Gospels, accepting him that was crucified, knowing
Assuredly that e is divine, (L.0.G.1990:69)
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A morning-glory at my window satisfies me more than the meta-

physics of books. (L.0.G. 1990: 49)
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A child said What is the grass? fetching it to me with full hands;

How could I answer the child? I do not know what it is any
more than he.

Or I guess it is the handkerchief of the lord,

A scented gift and remembrance designedly dropt,

Bearing the owner’s name someway in the corners, that we may
see and remark, and say Whose ?

Or I guess the grass is itself a child, the produced babe of the
vegetation

(L.0.G.1990:33)
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Why should | wish to see God better than this day?
I see something of God each hour of the twenty-four, and each
moment then,
In the faces of men and women | see God, and in my own face in
the glass,
| find letters from God dropt in the street, and every one is sign’d
by God’s name,

And | leave them where they are, for | know that wheresoe’er | go
Others will punctually come for ever and ever. (L.0.G. 1990: 76)
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And do not call the tortoise unworthy because she is not something
else, (L.0.G. 1990: 38)
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I believe a leaf of grass is no less than the journey-work of the stars,
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And the pismire is equally perfect, and a grain of sand, and the

egg of the wren,

And the tree-toad is a chef-d'oeuvre for the highest,

And the running blackberry would adorn the parlors of heaven, (L.0.G.
1990: 53-54)
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I am not the poet of goodness only, | do not decline to be the
Poet of wickedness also. (L.0.G. 1990: 46)
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And a mouse is miracle enough to stagger sextillions of infidels. (L.0.G.
1990: 54)
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I am of old and young, of foolish as much as wise,
Regardless of others, ever regardful of others,
Maternal as well as paternal, a child as well as a man, (L.0.G. 1990: 42)
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The moth and the fish-eggs in their place,
The bright suns I see and the dark suns | cannot see are in their
place.
The palpable is in its place and the impalpable is in its place.) (L.0.G.
1990: 42)
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What is a man anyhow? what am 1? what are you? (L.0.G. 1990: 44)
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And what is reason? and what is love? and what is life? (L.0.G. 1990: 69)
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At length let up again to feel the puzzle of puzzles,
And what we call Being. (L.0.G. 1990: 52)
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I accept Reality and dare not question it, (L.0.G. 1990: 47)
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And | say to mankind, Be not curious about God,
For | who am curious about each am not curious about God,
(No array of terms can say how much | am at peace about God
and about death.)
I hear and behold God in every object, yet understand God not
in the least,

Nor do | understand who there can be more wonderful than
myself. (L.0.G. 1990: 76)
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Trinitas divine shall be gloriously accomplish'd and compacted by
the true son of God, the poet,

Nature and Man shall be disjoin'd and diffused no more,
The true son of God shall absolutely fuse them. (L.0.G. 1990: 319)
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I will make the poems of materials, for | think they are to be the

Most spiritual poems,
And | will make the poems of my body and of mortality,
For I think I shall then supply myself with the poems of my soul

and of immortality.
I will acknowledge contemporary lands,
I will trail the whole geography of the globe and salute courte-

ously every city large and small,
I will sing the song of companionship,
I will show what alone must finally compact these,
I believe these are to found their own ideal of manly love, indi-cating it
in me,
I will write the evangel-poem of comrades and of love,
For who but I should understand love with all its sorrow and joy?
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And who but | should be the poet of comrades? (L.0.G. 1990: 21)
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Walt Whitman, a kosmos, of Manhattan the son,

Whoever degrades another degrades me, (L.0.G. 1990: 48)
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And whoever walks a furlong without sympathy walks to his own
funeral drest in shroud, (L.0.G. 1990: 76)
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Has any one supposed it lucky to be born?

I hasten to inform him or her it is just as lucky to die, and |
know it.

I pass death with the dying and birth with the new - wash’d babe ,
and am not contain'd between my hat and boots,(L.0.G .1990 :34)
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And | knew death, its thought, and the sacred knowledge of
death. (L.0.G .1990 :259)
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Come lovely and soothing death, (L.0.G .1990 :260)
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A word then” (for I will conquer it, )
The word final, superior to all,
Subtle, sent up — what is it? — I listen;
(L.0.1990 G: 201)
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Whereto answering, the sea,
Delaying not, hurrying not,
Whisper ‘d me through the night, and very plainly before day-
break,
Lisp' d to me the low and delicious word death,
And again death, death, death, death. (Ibid)
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Approach strong deliveress,

When it is so, when thou hast taken them | joyously sing the dead ,
Lost in the loving floating ocean of thee,

Laved in the flood of thy bliss O death (L.0.G.1990:260)
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For not life’s joys alone I sing, repeating — the joy of death !
The beautiful touch of Death, soothing and benumbing a few
moments, for reasons,
Myself discharging my excrementitious body to burn’d, or
render’d to powder , or buried,
My real body doubtless left to me for other spheres,
My voided body nothing more to me, returning to the purifications,
further offices, eternal uses of the earth”  (L.0.G.1990 :147)
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the dirt to grow from the grass | love,
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If you want me again look for me under your booth — soles .

Missing me one place search another,
| stop somewhere waiting for you.  (L.0.G .1990:78-79)
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It grows such sweet things out of such corruptions,

It gives such divine materials to men, and accepts such leavings
from them at last” (L.0.G .1990 :287)
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And as to you Corpse | think you are good manure, but that does
not offend me,
I smell the white roses sweet-scented and growing,
I reach to the leafy lips, I reach to the polish'd breasts of melons.(L.0.G.

1990 :77)
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The smallest sprout shows there is really no death,
And if ever there was it led forward life, and does not wait at the

end to arrest it,
And ceas'd the moment life appear'd.
All goes onward and outward, nothing collapses,
And to die is different from what any one supposed, and luckier. (L.0.G.

1990 :34)
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And as to you Death, and you bitter hug of immortality, it is idle to

try to alarm me.” (L.0.G.1990:77)
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There is that in me— | do not know what it is— but I know it is
in me.
Wrench'd and sweaty— calm and cool then my body becomes,
I sleep— I sleep long.

I do not know it— it is without name— it is a word unsaid,
It is not in any dictionary, utterance, symbol.
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Something it swings on more than the earth | swing on,

To it the creation is the friend whose embracing awakes me.

Perhaps | might tell more. Outlines! | plead for my brothers
and sisters.

Do you see O my brothers and sisters?

It is not chaos or death— it is form, union, plan— it is eternal
life— it is Happiness. (L.0.G.1990:77-78)
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